
2020 GOES DOWN EASY  | There’s something special about the 2020 Barolo. It’s 
been a long time since Italy’s famous wine region has produced  such beautifully ap-
proachable nebbiolos.  — 

BAROLO PIO DOCG 2020
Piemonte, Italy

The Pio Cesare family’s unique winemaking method stresses minimal intervention to produce 
wines of particularly supple flavor expression. A ceaseless devotion to the individuality of each 
of the region’s wines informs Pio Cesare’s choices in the cellar: shorter maceration, separate 
lot fermentation, judicious selection for barrel and large cask aging, and bottling schedules 
determined by the ideal structure of each wine. This allows Pio Cesare to craft wines of varying 
weight, ageability and drinkability as determined by the vineyard rather than market fashion.

This Barolo is produced using the classic “formula” of traditional Barolo families: a wine which 
embraces and combines each of the unique characteristics of the different terroirs of the ap-
pellation, sourcing grapes from the family’s multiple vineyards in different communes. 

WINEMAKING
The grapes are sourced from family-owned vineyards in Serralunga d’Alba (Ornato, la Serra, la 
Briccolina, Lirano), Grinzane Cavour (Gustava, Garretti), La Morra (Roncaglie), Novello (Ravera), 
and Monforte d’Alba (Mosconi). Vinification takes place in stainless steel tanks, with skin con-
tact for about 30 days. The wine is aged in mid-toasted French oak for three years: 70 percent 
in 20 to 50 hectoliter casks; 30 percent in barriques.

VARIETALS: 
100% Nebbiolo
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Very primary fruit with beautiful aromas of peaches, strawberries, berries and flowers. It’s medium- to 
full-bodied, with bitter citrus, cedar, chocolate and coffee bean character. Tight at the end. From five villages, 
primarily Serralunga, Monforte, La Morra, Grinzane Cavour, and Novello. Needs two or three years to open and 
will age for a very long time.

A youthful ripe ruby color, the 2020 Barolo Pio is fresh and inviting, with perfumed aromas of rose petals, spiced 
strawberries, and dusty earth. Elegant and juicy, it’s easy-drinking, with fine tannins and juicy freshness within 
a medium-bodied frame, and it has good length for an entry Barolo. It captures all the graceful elements of 
this vintage and has a tremendous amount of charm as well as a complete feel. Enjoy it now or over the next 10 
years. It would be a great by-the-glass offering if the price is right.

A mix of cherry, strawberry, rose, tar and underbrush aromas and flavors highlight this elegant, solidly built 
red. Supple in texture until dusty tannins emerge on the finish. Shows fine balance overall, with a super long 
finish. Best from 2027 through 2043.

For more experienced Barolo enthusiasts, the trio of 2019, 2020 and 2021 closely resembles the three turn-of-the-century 
vintages – 1999, 2000 and 2001 – in their austerity, roundness, and completeness, respectively. 
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